THE
“./(l)4 GUMALA TRUST

a safe paiv of hands




Traditional Owner Register Policy

Traditional Owner Register Policy

Version: November 2025

Gumala Investments Pty Ltd
As Trustee for the General Gumala Foundation



Traditional Owner Register Policy

Introduction

GIPL acting as Trustee for the GGF has obligations to determine to the extent practicable which persons are

from time-to-time members of the Traditional Owners on regular intervals not exceeding five years.

This obligation under Clause 12.1 of the GGF Trust Deed (the “Trust Deed”) requires that the Trustee make
decisions on who are or are not Traditional Owners, based on the criteria listed. Once the Trustee has
determined that an individual is a Traditional Owner, they are granted Beneficiary status and eligible to

entitlements and benefits that arise from the GGF Trust Fund.

In addition to this, GIPL has an obligation to compile and maintain a register to be known as the Traditional

Owner Register which contains certain required details of the Traditional Owners.
Scope

This policy applies to the Directors of the GIPL Board, staff and contractors. It will apply to individuals seeking
to obtain Beneficiary status of the GGF.

This policy will not govern GAC's Membership approval procedure or the management of their distinct
Register of Members. Beneficiaries will need to apply to GAC to obtain their Membership to access these

programs.

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:

(a) assist the Trustee is appropriately discharging its duties in the interests of the Traditional Owners;

(b) establish a framework for individuals to apply to be Traditional Owners of the GGF;

(c) provide guidance to the GIPL Board to inform its determinations;

(d) ensure compliance with the requirements of the Trust Deed,;

(e) establish an advisory group to assist the GIPL Board in its determinations, committee to two-way
governance, and ensure the process is culturally appropriate; and

(f) ensure maintenance of the Traditional Owner Register.
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Key Terms and Definitions

Application Application for Beneficiary/Membership Status

Committee Joint Applications Review Committee

EO Executive Officer

GAC Gumala Aboriginal Corporation

GGF General Gumala Foundation

GIPL Gumala Investments Pty Ltd as Trustee for the General Gumala Foundation Trust
Register Traditional Owner Register

Trust Deed General Gumala Foundation Trust Deed
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1. Application Form

1.1 If an individual wishes to apply to become a Beneficiary under the Trust Deed, then that individual must

complete accurately and return an Application for Beneficiary Status Form (the “Application”).

1.2 To assist in authenticating the Application, the individual completing the form must wherever possible

attach a birth certificate or other proof of birth documentation.

1.3 GIPL personnel must familiarise themselves with the meaning and requirements of the Application form

to assist individuals to fully complete the form.
2. Acceptance to the Traditional Owner Register

2.1 An Application will in the first instance be subject to an administrative review which will result in an

assessment report.

2.2 Each assessment report will be provided to the GIPL Board, along with the Application form, for
determination by the Directors. Only fully complete Application forms will be provided to the GIPL Board for

decision on Beneficiary status.

2.3 Acceptance of status as a Traditional Owner is governed by the requirements set out under Clause 12.1

of the Trust Deed and specifically will give regards to:
(1) Aboriginal Tradition;

(2) the findings of any bona fide genealogical studies, landownership studies or land boundary studies

which may at any time or from time to time be carried out;

(3) whether a person regards himself as a Traditional Owner and is accepted by other Traditional

Owners as a Traditional Owner;
(4) any relevant determination of any Court or tribunal;

(5) the relationship of a person to the area of the Traditional Lands in terms of family, clan, kinship,
traditional occupation rights by marriage or affiliation, usufructuary rights and all other connections

to the land recognised by Aboriginal Tradition;

(6) the views of any Traditional Owner Council.
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3. Advisory Group of Traditional Owners

3.1 GIPL is committed to ensuring good two-way governance and that all aspects of the Beneficiary

application process is informed by current Traditional Owners.

3.2 In accordance with Clauses 12.3 and 12.4 of the Trust Deed, the Trustee may refer decisions to, or seek
advice from, the Traditional Owners or a representative committee thereof, as to whether an individual is a

Traditional Owner, and thus entitled to Beneficiary status.

3.3 An Advisory Group of Traditional Owners (the “Committee”) will been established by GIPL to assist GIPL’s

obligations as Trustee of the GGF and to review Beneficiary applications made to the GGF.

3.4 The Committee will comprise of appropriate representation from all the Banjima, Nyiyaparli and

Yinhawangka language groups and the families within those language groups.

3.5 The Committee will assess those applications against Clause 12 of the GGF Trust Deed and the Ground

Rules for acceptance to the Traditional Owner Register.

3.6 On receiving an application, the Committee will make their assessment, requesting further information

where necessary, and make a recommendation of acceptance or otherwise to the GIPL Board.

3.7 If the Committee determines that particular peoples are to be considered as Traditional Owners then
such person or persons will be deemed to be Traditional Owners irrespective of whether genealogical or

landownership studies have identified such person or persons as Traditional Owners.
4. Determination/Appeal

4.1 All applicants will be advised in writing of any decision in respect of their request for Beneficiary Status.

4.2 Where a decision is made to decline an Application, the applicant may request a further review of the
Application, however may only do so by providing further substantially new information that he or she

believes may support their Application for Beneficiary status.

4.2 Once the GIPL Board makes a decision on any further review of the Application, then the matter will be
considered to have been completed and no further decision will be made by the GIPL Board. Any applicant

will need to progress the matter through alternative means (e.g. the judicial system).
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5. Traditional Owner Register

5.1 Upon successful application, the details of an approved Beneficiary must, in accordance with Clause 12.2

of the Trust Deed, have his or her details, including:
(a) full name;
(b) address; and
(c) language group,
entered on the Register and will thereafter be entitled to benefits from the GGF.

5.2 The Register will be audited once every year, prior to the end of the financial year. This yearly audit must

be conducted through the Office of the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

5.3 The status of each Beneficiary is to be updated on the Register, however it is important that no
Beneficiary is ever removed from the Register, to ensure that future Applications may be able to be linked

to an existing Beneficiary from the Register.
5.4 The results of any audit must be shared with GAC to keep their records up-to-date and consistent.

5.5 Additionally, all information must be updated, where practicable, in any genealogical software that the

Trustee uses, from time to time, for the purpose of performing genealogical studies and record keeping.
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